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ABSTRACT

The Journal of Studlies in Language 36.2, 183-190. The current research aims to
illunimate collocation frequency and patterns of English intensifiers by means of
British National Corpus (BNC) and Corpus of Contemporary American English
(COCA). In addition, positive or negative collocations of intensifiers are retrieved
and analyzed to acquire succinct information regarding the use of intensifier
collocations and to compare American and British English collocation patterns.
The information of intensifier collocations is expected to be utilized as meaningful
and practical English learning materials in classrooms as well as actual situations
of life. English teachers are suggested to teach vital collocation knowledge and
encourage students’ self-directed learning through the use of world-leading
corpora such as BNC and COCA. (Chungnam State University)
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2 =7ofl4 BNCEL} COCAS] 73xo] o] sffedS vl EAste], 73xo] dojal= ARt F-EoA2l British
English®} American English®] 357} o8-S 8] & 71 0 2 7|tigitt. Yol bA 344, A4 oJujo] o534
A, Botal, 2ol et XA Hlkof 248 AojaS vl Ao m.0 244 B} iguiet o] RS Lol 12} ghet,
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A HjR] o] TRl 1‘41 OCH“LE 8o gol TE= UK Quirk et al., 1995). Z /8P 712 A= x0T Ho}
oA Zk= oJn| et 75, Bl A1 2] 9] Sofl thste] o] o] 4ttt Halliday(1985: 303)= 750 ©slel HA| 2]
715 tisf Akes19A 1 o]} #elsle] Halliday and Hasan(1976)= 743019 71%5-2 M2 0 2 B85l % sk
JeupEolEe] mie- FARE on| et 7|5 7H of g R oSt @A) AAol= o] sl el tigt At = i
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& AolZ A= AR A 7S 712 wloll 2= “well, uh, um, yes, no* 5] 23] Hl% A UEhdS 53
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2 Aol BAQ o] AmE FE5P] oliie Al vlar FolE tdeE BHE Corpus of Contemporary
American English (COCA)E T8 doj2tm 24 Tax| 2 ARES A =g o] Ha-x| 24 ti2F 59 20007
wo] =9 full-text datas " EFoETL Q= AlA Xt 1FR.0] FmjAo|th, o, Fo] HIAES A QUA| 48513 0™,
199040141 2014 Afole] SJelc} 20008t Tlo] BES %7} 45k 7140 2 ZASGIEk Sl o] 350]
AR U A FEE Yoks Tol o] tedRl o] ARt FAALE, Mk AL AL QUL 7]5-9] TolE o] vl
Alm 5o Yok AFEEC] AR 71815t o] of| FgtsHAl AAsH & 4= Stk Holth HE oA A e 33 2= British
National Corpus (BNC)°|th. BNCE 1990t FE] 2000 W7HA] F=-2] 2] Fof, FLo] §|IAE = ts), S3HAL
A= Eoﬂ/q AAAFo 2 APASI HAEES WEX ]i =] 74015}‘ BNCE ARE5= o].9-2 4] &7 1 o] vhjsl,
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3. BNC2} COCAO|M Z20] ¢of H|w EM

3.1 BNC2H COCAO|IA Z+20{ Slojo] Bl Him
BNC2COCA°A 2 7% FARSS AAllsto] 11 W15 Hseol| Bl wshH v ek o] QoFFtt. BNC A=
+ Graeme(2003: 472)°f| 4 Lot
H 1. COCARIBNCOlIM Z=0{Q| the Bit B
=to](Maximizers) H7}o](Boosters)
COCA BNC COCA BNC
completely 16,898 fully 89 very 379,827 very 1,228
absolutely 14,313 completely 86 really 72,791 really 476
totally 12,468 entirely 69 highly 28,256 particularly 219
entirely 11,210 absolutely 58 particularly 25,985 clearly 153
perfectly 9,784 totally 58 extremely 23,882 highly 91
fully 7,363 perfectly 44 incredibly 8,079 extremely 68
utterly 3,546 utterly 13 clearly 5,277 badly 43
dead 3,473 dead 8 terribly 4,535 heavily 41
heavily 3,848 greatly 33
enormously 1,897 considerably 30
considerably 1,662 severely 18
severely 1,439 terribly 13
greatly 854 enormously 8
badly 710 incredibly 8
37) Zhmel AR COCAE 5.2 o 1112, BNC= 193 Thof R4,

Zrfjo]o] 7490l BNCOIA 211 Bl & LreRc “fully ™7} COCASARE 6915 SHISHT, “entirely™i= 3910114 49] &
O

Az sterge

dead”= BNC&} thA

th. & BNC9] “very, really”= COCAA = 352

SkO S
e 249l

of 26} %912 ¥z}
Sk 4R et gl

& 4= Stk COCANA 9] Bl £=47} “completely, absolutely, totally, entirely, perfectly, fully, utterly,

AJoIFhE & 4+ 9Irk

eHH HAo] 7-polle ¥ W2 Al E0] 7 FH 20 HIke S9fof| A Hofzl
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215 H AR, “incredibly, badly, greatly”= COCA®]|A| 7

. “clearly” = <=917} 34| sl2fotal It ¥hAof| “terribly”= COCA A=

3.2 Z=0i2| 33|, 542 2Jn| Hof bl 24

3.2.1 “perfectly” 2} “totally” 2] o] vl

7}7019] Qo] AAE W 748719 A= o] o] R s}l
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H 2. COCARBNCOIM Z=0{ HOj2f Bi=

perfectly + totally +
COCA BNC COCA BNC

good 538 contestable 7.6 different 1,699 unsuited 6.2
normal 469 proportioned 6.8 new 294 unprepared 5.9
fine 433 manicured 6.1 wrong 228 illegible 5.7
clear 410 spherical 5.8 unacceptable 160 unsuitable 5.6
legal 345 timed 5.4 dependent 150 impractical 5.6
happy 315 understandable 5.3 false 138 uncharacteristic 5.6
safe 298 symmetrical 52 unexpected 136 illogical 5.6
healthy 212 acceptable 5.1 honest 129 unacceptable 5.6
capable 211 complemented 5.0 inappropriate 125 unconnected 5.5
reasonable 200 intelligible 49 blind 104 devoid 5.5
acceptable 197 feasible 4.9 free 98 unintelligible 5.4
honest 186 balanced 4.9 unaware 96 symmetric 5.4
natural 178 legitimate 4.7 normal 93 unfounded 53
willing 173 elastic 4.7 unrelated 93 untrue 53
legitimate 152 respectable 4.7 fine 88 unmoved 5.3
round 150 sane 4.7 innocent 83 unjustified 53
content 116 adequate 4.7 unprepared 83 oblivious 52
understandable 111 honest 4.6 comfortable 70 incomprehensible 52
straight 107 capable 4.5 independent 70 unrelated 5.2
appropriate 96 harmless 4.5 irrelevant 68 unconcerned 52
nice 92 valid 44 unnecessary 67 eclipsed 5.1
ordinary 91 reasonable 44 safe 66 immersed 5.0
comfortable 89 competitive 44 naked 65 unrealistic 5.0
smooth 84 satisfactory 43 untrue 63 unaware 5.0
flat 65 plausible 43 cool 61 engrossed 49
possible 65 healthy 42 true 59 inadequate 49
manicured 64 tailored 42 inadequate 58 fucked 49
consistent 61 normal 4.1 ridiculous 57 unexpected 4.8
aware 60 safe 4.1 convinced 56 one-sided 4.8
logical 60 happy 4.0 crazy 56

BNC9] At= = HIE MI score & WHEFH(Graeme, 2003: 478).

COCAZEA= T HIEE 3713t Z0]11, BNCO| Ahm = Rk At =0 o] 2]AEFZF o] Ml score S 7]
St Zolt}. Aojo] MI score ] A2 th2-a} At} MI = log2 ((f(n,c)N)/(f(n)f(c)). f(in)S 74Z0]0] H1o] 1, flc)= J-&
AR doj o] Hlko]m, N2 A A 0] o] =5 XA Graeme, 2003: 473).

941 COCACNA A “perfectly” ] A5 100%]l 7l 3784 onlE 21 Qlck. 44 oju|9] oj= 5
HIAL]R] oIkt QHH “able, -ible” ofu|7} &2 TholEo] Afdo] Wol ARl capable, reasonable, acceptable,
understandable, respectable, sensible, suitable, compatible, comfortable 5. “12]1! BNCOJX|&E 3524 0 2 -FA & o]n| 9]
HolSTH HAE| AT 28%2] F-EAFEC] “-able, -ible” OFE ZETL AT, 18%2] A0TEC] “ed” OIS ZET Gl '
ZAs]eick

oo} - Aol .22 BNCOI “totally"] Ho15-& o 242 oJul S Lehir 915tk hE 59 “unsuited,

unprepared, illegible, impractical, illogical, unacceptable, unintelligible, unfound, untrue, unjustified, incomprehensible,

The Journal of Studies in Language Vol. 36, No. 2, 2020



A Comparative Study on Collocations of Intensifiers through British and American English Corpora * 187

inadequate, fucked 5. 3 65%2] doj50] FA HEFolE Bl QA1 45% HAo}E0] “ed” ou|E ZHa1 QU3Jct
(Graeme, 2003: 476). HFH|| COCAOI|A = “different, new, honest, free, normal, fine, innocent, comfortable, safe, cool,
true, convinced” 2 FAA EL Z¥A on|o] HolSo] At Wik g AMEQI) HIZ=gh OFAFO R “wrong,
unacceptable, false, inappropriate, unaware, unrelated, unprepared, irrelevant, unnecessary, untrue, inadequate, ridiculous,
crazy &2 FA42 dol5o| GA AGHHIE R HAo] E|QJtt & COCAA = A, 44 oJn| o] Hojso] Ao ths
SHA| AFEES TSI Bl W, BNColA = 744 dojso] Eal gy o= ‘3%01 A= Aol FEg 8ot

3.2.2 “greatly” ¢} “severely” 9] €o] H|n

o

Ajs|oli, 5 oS 7 dojr} Hs] wAwl oF

BNCOA] “greatly” ] 74-¢- 20| 3784 oJu]o] HojE=
2| 2ot COCA9IAE= “increased, concerned, expanded,

At 2 40%2] 1oE0] “-ed” ofUIE 7L =0l AAY

i

H 3. BNC2} COCAS| ZZ0{ AHof B ®

greatly + severely +

COCA BNC COCA BNC

increased 100 facilitated 5.2 disabled 129 undernourished 6.5
concerned 69 appreciated 5.1 depressed 117 censured 6.5
expanded 60 outnumbered 5.0 injured 47 curtailed 6.3
improved 38 admired 5.0 limited 45 reprimanded 6.1
disappointed 29 exaggerated 4.9 impaired 38 disadvantaged 6.0
enhanced 28 enhanced 49 retarded 37 circumscribed 6.0
different 23 enlarged 4.8 autistic 31 incapacitated 5.9
enlarged 19 benefited 4.8 malnourished 29 depleted 5.7
surprised 19 strengthened 4.6 overweight 29 handicapped 5.7
interested 17 simplified 4.6 handicapped 27 hampered 5.6
increasing 15 elongated 4.6 restricted 23 demented 5.6
superior 13 indebted 4.6 ill 21 damaged 5.6
accelerated 10 influenced 4.6 wounded 20 retarded 5.6
dependent 9 expanded 4.5 underweight 17 disrupted 5.6
pleased 8 improved 4.5 conservative 16 dented 5.5
expanding 6 hindered 4.4 divided 15 punished 5.5
elongated 6 differed 43 allergic 14 impaired 5.4
improving 6 accelerated 43 disruptive 14 disabled 5.3
complicated 5 reduced 4.1 disturbed 14 restricted 49
depressed 5 diminished 4.1 deformed 13 criticized 4.8
amused 5 underestimated 4.1 limiting 11 eroded 4.8
beneficial 5 amplified 4.1 overcrowded 11 constrained 4.7
beloved 5 impressed 4.1 underfunded 11 shaken 4.6
anticipated 5 respected 4.1 brain-damaged 10 strained 4.5
exaggerated 5 hampered 4.0 understaffed 10 depressed 44
excited 5 elaborated 4.0 critical 9 polluted 44
impoverished 5 contributed 4.0 compromised 9 undermined 44
inflated 5 varied 4.0 depleted 8 weakened 42
supportive 5 alarmed 3.9 wounded 42

BNC2] A== HI%E MI score S LHFEFH(Graeme, 2003: 480).
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different, enlarged, surprised, increasing, dependent, beneficial, excited, inflated, supportive”2} Zo] FHZo| AL &4
Q1 Aojzo] HME] T 9t FogA ofu] o] AolE2 “concerned, distressed” |20l = 5] A% 2] oroiTh

o2} FAFoHA 3784 AojEo] = LFERF= “highly” 2] AFIIE BNCOfIA] 2H2 4= Qlth 2F55%2] AojE0] “ed” ©f
E| QA1 440 of| 2] 4] |2 A] A A Aol thaat o] AAE 4 A3k “toxic, contagious,

O}=2+ “imageable, esteemed, prized, acclaimed, ritualized, purified, motivated, polished,

R

C

S 7HAAL Qo] &

r

repellent” 5. &84
valued, nutritious, respected, specialized”5°] HAH THGraeme, 2003:478). COCA A= “effective, successful, skilled,
competitive, qualified, significant, respected, enlarged, specialized”™5 GA| FHA Er= S HA dojso] TaHTt

FrARRE AR Z A “enormously™E HH BNCOf|A & 578 =AM A oJu]o] o523 HofFm, 42% ol “-ed”
ojuj7}t Q= dAojzo] AMET Itk “varied, impressed, strengthened, enhanced, expanded, grown, increased,
improved, helped” 50| =2 HIE=E Hol=t] “HHa} 9] oJu|E F-F4 & HEsI! gtk COCAA= “popular,
important, successful, helpful, powerful, influential, valuable, talented, proud, grateful, wealthy, profitable, useful,
satisfying, effective, beneficial, exciting, productive, attractive, pleased” 5 T2 o324 doj5o| e =), of|2]4 S
2 “difficult, expensive, complicated, costly, frustrating”©] 52 H10]9] of| 2 HA =T},

BNCellA] “severely”©] AotE-2 T2 H 0= 98% o/Fol 742 oJn]e] Aofon, “.ed” oJm|7} 3= Aol 50l
TH= Holt}, 8|3l “&4, 37 2k= oJu] o] Ho}=2 A “undernourished, curtailed, depleted, hampered, wounded,
injured, bruised, damaged, retarded, disrupted, impaired, disabled, restricted, eroded, shaken, undermined, weakened”
SO A7E T2 HAE . QOFSHAPH, 572 o] o] AotE2 s HAER] eIgtar, FAA] ofn|o] dojEo] iR
2.0 2 YAt COCAOIA &= 100%t & A F7g 2] ojn] o] dojShto] HAL ) «&/47 0] 5 71 dots
2 A “disabled, depressed, injured, impaired, malnourished, wounded, disruptive, deformed, brain-damaged” 5-°] &74
A}, ol2t oM e = Zm A 0] 97t AL Hds] FE Aol & 4= Tk

SHH 713t “severely” 2} ol FAFSHA| F924 Aof 17} ullg- 222 “terribly”, “badly”7} =t} 53] “badly”
785« T 0fl, £ ep 2 onlE 71 ddofEo] A s] ol AME T COCA A& ol Wh=H “flawed(41),
injured(38), broken(22), wounded(27), bruised(17), rusted(13), sprained(13), battered(10), beated(9), fragmented(5) ‘5
o] QIt}. BNC Atz ofl+= “sprained(5.9), bruised(5.7), damaged(5.3), decomposed(5), injured(4.6), hurt(4.5), bitten(4),
beaten(3.8)” 50| FARBH LRt 5 9Fe] 2] COCA 2] T RIE 2} BNC 2] $10] Ml scoreS E7| ¢ A o]t}
2oF5HH “badly” ] o] -2 BNC2H COCACIA B2 3545 K ofEr

HFHo] “terribly” ] 1] 3|€l2 BNC2F COCAIA B2 Ao |3a HofErt. BNCOM 44, 5744 o7t 7] vl
S HIER Yehds Ho COCACIME 744 Aot thadt o] o &2 W= UERdTh: “wrong(500),
sorry(214), difficult(99), sad(80), concerned(61), disappointed(57), hard(51), afraid(44), unfair(44), bad(37), worried(33),
painful(27), dangerous(25), lonely(25), complicated(24), uncomfortable(21), frustrating(19), complex(17), angry(16),
guilty(16), depressed(14)”. G4 Aol= A2 “good(53), happy(26), bright(17), successful(14), attractive(12),
comfortable(12)” 0] AT},

ThA Zpol= QAT “badly, terribly, severely” 2] 5541 £ o] IjE © 2 «.ed” o]u]7} Q= Hol50] 25% o1

Bpol 7443 gk
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ole}-FAKSH “heavily, extremely” -5-2] 4Z0) e F7g 2] o] o] Aof5o] FAHA ofu| o] dojHt} 45| o B
AAE . 53] BNC Azl T2 “heavily™= “-ed” 007} 2= 101501 98% oV o= 7445 o] Alth= 543
B2 onjo] doj7t thF-Eolgl= = 3583 RO} “cratered(7.1), subsidised(5.3), laden(5.2), taxed(5.0),
polluted(4.9), burdened(4.7), contaminated(4.4), stocked(4.3), discounted(3.9)”. ¥F'H COCAA =S4 oJnjo] A
ojgo] YHESZ UEPATE “armed(490), involved(342), dependent(245), democratic(163), fortified(110),
guarded(107), accented(71), used(96), reliant(58), republican(49)”.

“extremely” 2] 73-$+= COCA, BNC 3522 FAZ ¢doj50] FAZ dojirt o =2 RILE HojErh BNCOlA
“hard-working(3.9), time-consuming(3.), arduous(3.7), difficult(3.7), frustrating(3.7), wasteful(3.6), distressed(3.8)
risky(3.4), costly(3.4), painful(3.3), annoying(3.3), hazardous(3.3), agitated(3.2), stressful(3.2)” & 7824 Hojs50| -+
e, ofje]d oz ¢ valuable(3 7), fruitful(3.4), helpful(3.4), useful(3.2)” 50| G424 doj52 AT AMEICE “ful”
oju]o] oj7} BNCOA 18% A=Y, COCAANAE FA4 dojEo] o] =2 HI=E Holk: “difficult(1438),
dangerous(387), hard(292), complicated(104), complex(162), sophisticated(46), tight(62), frustrating(61), stressful(52),
negative(61), serious(140), concerned(120), painful(124), disappointed(91), uncomfortable(79), nervous(71), angry(69),
poor(151)”. 3502 FAZ ou] dojso| ext Hol=d|, “ful” ofu]e] o7} “yseful(195), helpful(183),
powerful(156), careful(132)"5-2.2 F=Ht}t. 12|17 “good(232), happy(113), pleasant(75), comfortable(61)*5°] A4
o] 3744 Aoz HAEh

B AT ofn) gJolo] Fx E—A}%O] BNC®} COCACIA o187 AolZ L4611 IS 7A5e], H L B4
401 W& Ao At S8 AR T} Qe we AR 2 A E8E 4 9
%’Q’ﬁilﬁg’l A 59,4 O]/g-g] ﬂcﬂ 19_-01% —8‘:]‘-3]__]_ %L =1} [] ]13 iﬂii_ﬂ 1]'§°ﬂ ‘I]i‘[—]__gg T
= J

EEE S R EEOE PR ER T _E*m—-i o HZ@O&O?U}W”%W} %

£
-
i}
R
B
O
KD
e
2
2
o
oZi
A
of

=zl BNC2F COCA2] 7Fxo] o] migl-E Bl *‘iﬁﬂ"ﬁ, 73*—71:01 Aotz e FEoll At British
English®} American English®] 5533} 2}o]| & dre] Kttt AHE @ oFsl HH AA], L4 oJu] dolE
“greatly, highly, enormously” 2} £ 2] oJu] Ho7} =291 “severely, badly, terribly, extremely”5-0] 5+ 3 A 0] 4]
T5A 072 FAFSHA HAHLE A BNCOIlA] “totally” 2] Hoj&-2 thiE FA44 oJn]o] AolE21d], COCAA
384 e FHA on|o] dojEo] Ao B2 k= YEPHTh 12|31 “terribly” 9] 1o SR E F 51 AofA]
B2 23S HolErh BNCOlA 544, 744 ddoj7 7 9] vl Wik = kb= BHH, COCACAM = 77824 &
o7hdds] o 2 RIE R Yepdth T I3 A4 “heavily™ = “-ed” o107} Y= o1 0] 98% oVdolehe 354
Z|5F, BNCoJ|A] 5784 on] 9] ¢lof7} th 2.0 2 L= HHHol|, COCAM = FH 2] 2fu| o] doj&o] T+

o] FE Al
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Hol7hA] 242, 244 olu]e] dlols-g Aslo] Hpal mops v, 2o Hlwe} 214 Wk o 275 oSS o
% BAelo] ey aket o] RS e 4 it Gl o tieksla shE delol ), o We g o] mmA
A ole} -2 W]l B4 M @ajrki k. ofzfet B4 AR A8 o] T

E7H A& 7|hijit.
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